“Song of Myself” Study Guide Questions

American Literature
Answer the following questions on a piece of loose leaf paper.
Section 1

1.  The opening section of Song of Myself celebrates the poet’s individuality or self. How do these lines make it clear that this self is also representative and universal, sharing its being with all others? 
2. In Nature, Emerson said that the present generation should enjoy an original relationship with the universe, treating life as a still-untried experiment and seeing nature with fresh sight rather than through the eyes of those who lived before us. How does Whitman reflect this theme in lines 10-13? 
Section 6

3. What metaphors does the speaker use to describe what grass means to him?

4. The last metaphor that Whitman uses to explain the grass is the “uncut hair of graves.”  What does the grass indicate to Whitman in regards to life after death?  

Section 52 (last section of the poem)

5. What does Whitman mean when he describes his poem by saying he is “sound[ing] my barbaric yawp over the roofs of the world”?  

6. What images does the poet use to suggest that his message and spirit will remain after he is gone? 
