
POETRY 
SLAM 

Slam Poetry is a form of poetry meant to be performed live. The 
poems are filled with emotion and the means to deliver a message 
to an audience. The performance is meant to demonstrate 
confidence and poise as well as a command of the subject chosen. 
Slam poetry is an excellent time to deliver a message in a 
meaningful and entertaining way.  
 
You will create and present your own piece of writing to perform 
at the 8th Grade Poetry Slam.  
 
This does NOT have to be a piece of poetry, yet it should be 
something moving and thoughtful in which you include some poetry 
techniques. This may be a use of alliteration or it could be similes 
and metaphors as a means to compare. You should create something 
that is meaningful to you that you want to share with others.  
 
You will perform in class March 5-6. The SLAM is the week of March 
9-11. You will join with other 8th grade classes in the library to 
showcase what you have done. Further, those performers with 
the best poems will perform at the Black Box after Spring Break.  
 
As we have talked about, this should fulfill both the writing 
category and the performance category. Having one but not the 
other removes part of the slam idea. Attempt to think of things 
uniquely and abstractly. How can you bring your own flavor to 
the Poetry Game?  



Exemplar (40 points)  
All proficient Plus 

          Involves the audience in performance 
           piece is completely memorized 
Proficient (32-39) 
Content 
  subject is focused, narrow and consistent 
  Clearly expresses the speaker’s POV and message on the 

 topic 
  Evokes a strong feeling or mood 
  Tone and diction are precise and enhance the mood  
  Use of three types of figurative language 
  No errors in grammar or punctuation on turned in copy 
Delivery 
  Eye contact is strong- brief paper glances 
  Demonstrates confidence in delivery 
  facial expressions reflect the language and mood 
  gestures enhance delivery  
  Movement enhances delivery (staging, placement on 

 stage) 
  Speaks with emotion relevant to piece 
  Use of voice qualities such as volume, pitch and pacing 
  Clear pronunciation  
  Volume 
  Strong Posture 
  Delivery is fluent and coherent (no mumbling) 
  Between 90 seconds and 3 minutes 
 
Listening 
  Listens and engages in the performance of others x 3 
 
Close (28-31)  
Meets 14-15 of the proficient Criteria 
 
Far (fewer that 28)  
Meets fewer that 14 of the proficient criteria 
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