Honors Fresh English - The Details

1.  Expectations.

· give at least 100% in this class all of the time

· be respectful of others and self at all times

· be honest

· be an active learner in this class

· take charge of your learning; be responsible

2.  Homework.
· all homework will be word processed (double spaced) – see Manuscript Format Guidelines
· only work that is word processed will be accepted

· work not in proper format (Manuscript Format Guidelines) will receive a grade reduction

· any work submitted that utilizes any outside sources or other’s ideas will include a “Works Cited Page” (use MLA style); plagiarism will result in failure

· late work will not be tolerated; if work is late, you will be penalized 

· late work will receive a 30% grade reduction

· chronic late work will result in a parent/student/teacher conference

· no work will be accepted after one day of lateness
3.  Absences.
· it is your responsibility to contend with any work you miss because of absences

· establish a “study buddy” to get the homework information you missed

· use 8th Period Resource often and frequently

· make-up work needs to be completed within two days after an absence

4.  Grading.
· 92% - 100% = A

· 83% - 91%   = B

· 72% - 82%   = C

· 60% - 71%   = D

· below 60%   =  F

5.  Independent Reading.

· each semester you are required to read four novels totaling to at least 1,000 pages
· each time you read, record in your journal the date, the number of pages read and your thoughts about the reading

· this is a class requirement; failure to meet this requirement will result in a 10% reduction of your semester grade
6.  Reading Journal
· spiral or loose leaf notebook containing no less than 100 pages

· bring journal to class every day 

· this journal is to be used only for English; do not share it with another subject

· do not use the paper in this journal to complete homework; nothing should be torn out of your journal

· uses for journal:

· notes

· responses to reading

· journal writing

· dialogue between teacher and individual student

· organize your journal in a logical fashion; do not haphazardly place entries into your journal

· provide a title and the date for each entry

7.  English Folder/Portfolio.

· designate specifically for Honors Fresh English

· organize and present material in a logical and meaningful fashion

· deposit all significant learning materials (handouts, homework, expositions, etc…) into your portfolio; you will turn in this folder/portfolio at the end of each semester

8.  Study Skills.

· effective communication, listening and notetaking skills  will be emphasized the entire year 

· ample notes should be taken daily and will be checked periodically

· notes may be subject to a graded assessment

9.  Classroom Journal.
· a community journal will be distributed to the class

· each student creates an entry in the journal and then passes it on to another student; this will continue until every student has written in it

· entries should be:

· a relevant, creative, thoughtful, helpful, fun or academic refection of that day’s class

· tactful and written to your class members who are your audience

10.  Housekeeping.
· keep the room clean

· pick up paper on the floor before you leave the classroom

· neatly put desks back into their places

· no food or drinks 

· gum may be chewed discreetly

· I dismiss you; the bell does not

